April 28th, 2002

Hi Gavin

Letter time again. I start with your letter first and then modify it when writing to Leonie and Nadine. Also, today I will write to Nana and Granddad. Do so each two weeks and combine and modify two or your letters.

Friday, April 25th was ANZAC day – the day in 1915 when Australian and New Zealand troops, along with some from other countries landed on the beaches at Gallipoli, Turkey. Having been to Gallipoli, it is easier to imagine what happened. This time of the year is a busy one for the Fez hop-on-hop-off bus company with many extra buses taking people from Istanbul to Gallipoli. 

Warmer weather is here though the official temperature has still not got to 30OC – very close but not quite! Good for swimming. Started exercise again last week and went swimming 3 times and to the gym 2 times. Still rather tired though. And I still have that injury in the lower right-hand side of my back!

Remember the big open land site at the old Tamar site – the area where Nadine performed for the handover ceremonies? Well, the government announced that it is to build its new headquarters on the site at a cost of HK$ 6.1 billion! It had not been decided until now how the site was to be used. So, I guess that many government offices will move from various other buildings to this one building. 

The right-of-abode issue has been hotting up. Many protesters had been camping out at Chater Garden in Central. A few days ago, many also protested outside the nearby Legislative Council building (in Statue Square) and surrounded the secretary of security’s car for over an hour when she arrived there. Big skirmish with police. The next day there was a sudden police sweep on the Chater Garden site which is now vacated. The police said that their action had nothing to do with the car incident the previous day, but few believe that. Also, during the raid, the police over-reacted by handcuffing and bundling off two reporters who were not causing any trouble. A big stink is brewing over that. A 25-year mentally handicapped was forcibly returned to China with no immediate family there to look after him. 

There is a problem with fake $10 coils in HK. Last year, nearly ½ million were found, and in the first 3 months of this year, over 100 000 have been found. The government is thinking of re-introducing $10 notes as they are harder to fake. A report out the other day shows that HK is now only the 2nd best place to do business; Singapore is first, Australia 3rd and NZ 4th. 

It hasn’t been a good week for shootings, has it? Germany and even the gang battle in Nevada. There was also a fatal shooting in Singapore of all places at the National University of Singapore. It involved one of the maintenance staff and not the teachers or students. Shootings in Singapore are extremely rare – it is a very safe place. And you will have heard of the electoral success of the extreme far-right leader John-Marie LePen in the first round of the French presidential elections. He came second behind the incumbent president and beat out the socialist leader who was expected to win. The problem was that the socialists had several candidates which split the socialist vote. However, LePen has little chance in the run-off against Chirac next Sunday. So Chirac will have another 7-year term as president.

Got a letter from Granddad with a brief note from Nana. She finds it more difficult these days to get around to writing. Both seem to be OK though. If you have time, write them a note as they really appreciate getting them. They also included newspaper clippings about edu-tourism to NZ. That is, people, some as young as 9, who come from Asian countries on a 3-month tourist visa and have home-stays combined with classes mainly in Intermediate schools (Forms 1 and 2). It seems that there are about 10 000 there (I think that means now rather that over the whole year). Figures are not accurate as this kind of schooling is not controlled as it is for the foreign students doing regular study. But there don’t seem to have been any abuses. The number involved is set to rise as the requirements for people to leave China are being relaxed.

There is a Rugby 7s tournament in Malaysia this weekend. The NZ team won the Singapore tournament last weekend. A bit lucky as a draw with Samoa in the preliminary round relegated NZ to second place but were still good enough to get into the top-level knockout group. Actually in the NZ-Samoa game there was a big brawl with 5 Samoans and Dallas Seymour being cited and so out of the tournament. In the finals, NZ again met Samoa but had an easy time because of Samoa’s depleted team. Eric Rush was not playing as be had broken his hand during the HK 7s. After his weekend’s tournament, there will be two more – London and Wales. 

That’s about if for now. Have written more than I though I could!

Cheers.
Dad
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